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The Unvarying God 


“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights in whom is no variableness, neither 


shadow of turning.” 
BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Preached Thanksgiving Day,, 
November 21, 1940, at Belden Ave- 
nue Baptist Church, Dr. Howard 
C,. Fulton, Pastor, Chicago, Il.) 


Turn to James the first chapter, 
verse seventeen. 

“Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father 
of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow 
of turning.” 


I would like for you to think a 
little while with me on this 
Thanksgiving Day on this, that in 
the matter of good Providence and 
kind provision, God is an unfailing 
God. There is not a shadow of 
turning in the continual pouring 
out of blessings from God. He is 
the unvarying God. 


Introduction: All Gifts From 
‘Above, and From Our 
Father 


The Scripture says here that ev- 
ery good gift is from above. It 
would be well to remember that. 
People say, “Well, we received 
from our forefathers great bless- 
ings in America.” We did nothing 
of the kind. We received them 
from above. Our forefathers passed 
on only what they got, they only 
preserved them. Some people say, 
“T like the American way.” If you 
mean by that “the horse-and-bug- 
gy constitution,” and “the nine old 
men” of the Supreme Court, I like 
the American way, too. Don’t let 
anybody fool you that we were so 
smart we got it by human wis- 
dom, 

Don’t let anybody. make you 
think it was just a happy accident, 
that it just happened that there 
was an Atlantic Ocean on the east 
side of us»to keep us from Europe. 
It didn’t just happen. Somebody 
put it there. And Someone put us 
here. “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above and 
cometh down from the Father of 
lights in whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.”’ 


We take entirely too many 
things for granted. I am satisfied 
it is hard for Brother Harold 
Strathearn to enthuse three times a 
day over Mrs. Strathearn’s sing- 
ing, wonderful as it is, because he 
can hear it every day. We take 
too many things for granted. Ev- 
ery gvod thing comes from God, 
from above. 

One cf the marks that proves 
there is a God is that there is a 
pouring out of goodness that could 
not be an accident at all. I often 
start out to prove a man is a fool 
who doesn’t believe in God, and 
that is one of the easiest things in 
the world to do. It doesn’t take 
V much brains to do that. The 
Bibie said it in the first place. The 
Bible says: ‘““The fool has said in 
his heart, There is no God.” Then 
there is the evidence of creation. 
We are here — who made us? 
“The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth 
his handiwork. Day unto day ut- 
tereth speech, and night unto 
night sheweth knowledge. There 
ig no speech nor language where 
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— James 1:17 


their voice is not heard. Their line 
is gone out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the 
world” (Psa. 19:1-4). But I was 
amazed this morning as I thought 
of all the arguments I gave prov- 
ing that a man is a fool who does 
not believe there is a God, proof 
from the Bible, and the proof of 
creation and so on, that I did not 
use this, that there is a benevolence 
in this world that proves there is 
an ever-watching and uwnfailing 
God Who gives and gives and loves 
to give and never quits giving! 

I say, “Every good gift is from 
above.” Blessings do not acci- 
dentally happen. We don’t make 
them, others don’t give them; they 
are here. How many things we 
take for granted! 

I have taken for granted for a 
good many years my teeth. For a 
good long time I had been having 
my jaw swelling up—-when a 
preacher (or a woman) loses the 
use of the jaw, he is in hard shape, 
and I was in bad condition about 
my jaw. I had gone to the dentist, 
and he said, ‘““‘You have a wonder- 
ful set of teeth, you don’t take 
care of them well enough, but I 
am surprised how good they are.” 
But after a while it turned out 


+there was a filling, and under-the 


filling a great decay that was al- 
ready down to the nerve. Finally 
I had the tooth taken out in pieces. 
There was some infection, and for 
a week I went around with one 
side of my jaw like a bulldog that 
has been bitten by a rattlesnake. 
And I had something of a bulldog 
disposition, too. Then I went to 
the doctor and got some special 
technique for caring for it, and my 
wife and I went to the Lord in 
prayer, and this morning I am 
wonderfully thankful for thirty-one 
teeth, a lot more than I have ever 
been for thirty-two. I had teeth 
all these years, but I didn’t pay 


any attention, gave no thanks to| 


God. God gave them. God kept 
them every day. God doesn’t vary. 
Every day every gift comes from 
God. “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above.” 

And the. second thing in this 
Scripture is, “And cometh down 
from the Father of light.”’ 

It isn’t often that I go to the 
Father like a child of God, yet the 
Lord Jesus,said, “When ye pray, 
say, Our Father...’ With our 
mouths we say it, but our hearts 
talk like “Thou art a strange God 
a million miles away.” But Jesus 
said, “When ye pray, say, Our Fa- 
ther.” But when we are filled with 


the Spirit of God we get a little, 


of the idea of it. The Scripture 
says, “Ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father” (Rom. 8:15). And that 
means Daddy, or Papa. That does 
not mean an austere stranger, but 
my Father, my beloved, intimate, 
Heavenly Daddy. 

We don’t always feel that, but 
God always feels that. I do not 
always feel like a child of God, but 
I am a child of God all the time 
whether I feel like it or not. I 
have teeth, whether I stop to thank 
God for them or not. And God al- 
ways feels like my Father, whether 
I feel like His son or not. God 
never varies. Every gift comes 
with the love of a Father. 

You may feel sorry for the birds 
out in the snow and take some 
crumbs and scatter them, or put 
some seed on the window sill, but 
that isn’t the way God pours out 
His blessings as on dumb brutes 

' (CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 
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REV. CHARLES E. FULLER, 
pictured above, preaches the gos- 
pel in the power of God each Sun- 
day night over approximately 250 
radio stations, through the Mutual 
Broadcasting System, affiliated and 
independent outlets, in North, Cen- 
tral, and South America and the 
Phillipines. This work is one of the 
most remarkable revival efforts in 
human history. He is heard by 
millions of listeners, we judge, each 
week, and thousands have been led 
to trust Christ for salvation, as 
we trust, according to the flood of 
letters, many of them telling of 
happy conversions, 

If “you want to knoW What sta- 
tions broadcast Mr. Fuller’s mes- 
sages, write THE OLD FASH- 
IONED REVIVAL HOUR, P. O. 
Box 123, Los Angeles, California, 
for radio log giving stations, kilo- 
cycles and times of broadcast. You 


can hear him anywhere in America 
some hour Sunday afternoon or 
night. 

This blessed work is carried on 
by faith, supported by the free will 
|offerings of God’s people. Will you 
pray that God may provide the 
enormous expense and keep the 
message on the air? If you feel 
led to have a part, you may send 
offerings to the above address. 


We are giad to print many of 
Mr. Fuller’s Bible messages in The 
Sword of the Lord. They are taken 
down by the editor’s secretaries, 
either Miss Lola Mae Bradshaw, 


or Miss Viola Walden, in short- 
hand, by the kind permission of 
Mr. Fuller. Be sure to read his 
sermon in this issue on “CHRIST 
PICTURED IN JOSEPH’S LIFE.” 


Editorial Notes 


The Sword of the Lord office is 
overwhelmed with new subscrip- 
tions. With extra help the three 
regular workers and the two girls 
of mine that work in the office 
nine or more hours a week are un- 
able to catch up quickly. Between 
2,500 and 3,000 new trial sub- 
scriptions came in in the recent 
special effort, and many yearly 
subscriptions, with some for three 
years. Each subscriber must have 
a stencil made for the addresso- 
graph. We will probably have a 
thousand or so made by a Chicago 
firm, at 34% cents each, so we can 
get the papers out to our new sub- 
scribers at once. Thank God for 
the new readers. Let us pray that 
all may be blessed, and that a 
large majority of them will become 
permanent members of our reader 
family. 


* » ¥ 


The editor is still in Des Moines, 
Iowa, at the Gospel Temple. Last 
night there were four happy pro- 
fessions of faith, but there is some 
evidence that God is about to break 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


Christ Pictured 
In Joseph’s Life 


BY REV. CHARLES E. FULLER 


(On Gld Fashioned Revival Hour 
Broadcast, Sunday night, Septem- 
ber 22, 1940.) 


I want you to take your Bible 
and turn to the thirty-seventh 
chapter of Genesis while the quar- 
tette sings just two verses of a 
song. 

You know it is blessed to tell 
forth the gospel story, and ey- 
ery time we tell the old story, it 
seems like it becomes sweeter and 
sweeter. And I often think of that 
verse of Scripture that “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of Gog” (Luke 4:4). 


You know, this book of Genesis 
is a wonderful book. It is the seed- 
plot of the Bible, and specially do 
we note this one thing in Genesis: 
Seven men occupy prominent po- 
sitions: Adam, Abel, Noah, Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 
And for the past several weeks 
we have given messages on the 
first five of these men, and we are 
for the time being passing over 
the life of Jacob to give you two 
or three messages on Joseph, for 
out of the seven characters prom- 
inently mentioned in the first book 
of the Bible, more space is devoted 
to Joseph than to any other. The 
main reason is perhaps that Jos- 
eph’s life describes and pictures in 
such close detail more things in 
connection with the life, death, and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ than any other man. 


No doubt many of you from 
earliest childhood have had read 
to you, or you have read it your- 
self, the story of Joseph, of the 
aged patriarch Jacob, and Joseph 
his favorite son, and his coat of 
many colors and his envious broth- 
ers. Now all these details have 
been impressed upon your memory 
since you first heard them. I say 
this again, in the Old Testament 
we find a shadow of things to 
come. God was preparing for the 
coming of His Son, first in His 
suffering and then in the glory 
which should follow. 

Now God uses various things, 
historical events in the lives of 
men, to portray in shadows and 
types the Lord Jesus. In Adam we 


have portrayed the headship. Why, 


listen, to Adam it was given to 
be head over this earth in crea- 
tion, but he failed. But the last 
Adam did not fail. Christ did not 
fail. 

Abel in being slain by his broth- 
er, his death speaks forth the 
death of Christ being slain by his 
wicked brethren the Jews. 

And Noah in providing a refuge 
for his people. Yes, in Christ we 
have a refuge provided for those 
who will accept Him as their per- 
sonal Saviour. 

Now in Joseph there are at least 
a hundred points of analogy that 
are outstanding points in Christ’s 
life, in His death and in His resur- 
rection and in His coming again. 
Just this in a word to give you a 
brief summary of Joseph's life. 
Here it is: 

Joseph was the son of his fa- 
ther’s old age. 

He goes out to visit his brethren 
and is rejected by them. 

He is cast into the pit of death 
and is taken- out alive and sent 
into a far country, into Egypt. 

While there in Egypt, he is ex- 
alted to the co-rulership on the 
throne of Egypt. 

He takes a wife from among the 
Gentiles, 

With her at an appointed time 
Be snes Ret Sees a ee 
that he might bring his father’s 


house, his brethren after the flesh 


Egypt. 

So our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of the eternal Father was sent 
to His brethren in the flesh and 
they rejected Him and cast Him — 
into the pit of death and God took — 
Him out alive and God has taken — 
Him into that far country, into — 
highest Heaven itself and has ex- 
alted Him on His throne as co- 
ruler with Himself. And He is now 
getting a bride from among the 
Gentiles, the church. And one of 
these appointed days He will come 
forth with His Gentile bride, at- 
tended by ten thousand times ten 
thousands of His angels that He 
may bring to His Father’s house 
His brethren after the flesh, the 
Jews, into the promised land of 
Palestine. 

In those few words I have 
sought to give you a picture of the 
application of Joseph’s life to the 
life of the Lord Jesus Christ. ~s 


I want to say to you just as a 
parenthesis, in these days when na- 
tions are in such distress, the time 
is soon approaching when Christ 
will come forth from the glory rid- 
ing with ten thousand times ten 
thousand of His angels with Him, 
and He will sit upon th n 
of His Father David, and the na- 
tions will learn war no more, and 
we will abide under the personal 
rule of the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 

All right, now back to the thirty- 
seventh chapter of Genesis. With 
your pencil or pen, I want you to 
underline some of the things in 
this chapter. For, after all is said 
and done, and the reason that we 
make so much of the Word of God 
on this hour is this: “Faith com- 
eth by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.” What I may say 
may not amount to a snap of the 
finger, but what the Word of God 
says will stand forever. And it is 
through the Word of God that you 
are converted, not through the tell- 
ing of some emotional story or any 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


WHAT B. H. GARROLL 
SAID ABOUT FELLOWSHIP 
WITH EVIL MEN 


In his book on Jesus the Christ 
only recently published, Dr. Car- 
roll, now in heaven, but once the 
leading southern scholar, defend- 
er of the faith, theologian and 
preacher, said: 


“Why, I tell you, the time some- 
times comes when instead of show- 
ing you are a Christian by being 
willing to shake hands with every- 
body, you must show your Chris- 
tianity by refusing to take a bad 
man’s hand, even though he pose 
as a Christian. It may be that you. 
cannot reach him by church dis- 
cipline. It becomes nece that 
he may be made to feel the force 
of righteous public opinion. 


“I repeat it that there are de- 
grees to which a church member — 
may go in slandering his brethren, 
in breeding strife, in opposing or 
clogging the wheels of Christian 
progress, when to give him Chris- — 
tian recognition is a sin. Such a 
man becomes a curse instead of a — 


blessing. “8 ea 
“What though a man be a Bap- 
tist, and what though some church 
retain him in fellowship, yet he 
may go astray in doctrines se 
this Scripture applies: ‘If. ‘A 
come any unto you, and bring n 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
on whom He has pity. God pours 
out on His chibres His heart 

up in food or daily care. 
All we have and all our loving Fa- 
ther’s blessings He pours out every 
day. You may send to Finland old 
clothes and give a little money for 
the Red Cross. You may feel, “Oh, 
isn’t it pitiful the poor heathen in 
China. If I could send clothes and 
money.” And maybe you will. But 
that isn’t the way God pours down 
His blessings on me today and 
yesterday and tomorrow and the 
next day, and all these years. No, 
no. God does it as my Father. I 
am His own child. I am dear to 
His heart. He knows everything 
about me. 


I go somewhere to hold a revival 
meeting, and the pastor says, 
“Brother and Sister Jones are a 
nice family, and they want to keep 
you at their home.” I won't be 
there the second day until dear 
Mrs. Jones is getting out the pic- 
tures and saying, “This is my 
baby.” He may be twenty-two 
years old, in college, and six feet 
tall, -but he is still mother’s baby. 
She sees him still as her baby, and 
she shows me the picture with his 
little straggling blond hair and the 
little dress mother made or the 
first little pants. It is a mother’s 
love that looks at her baby. And 


- when God looks down and blesses 


me, He says, “I knew him before 
he was born when his mother gave 
him to Me to make a preacher of 
him. I know him. I have too much 
invested in him to leave him!” God 
looks at me as a father, in every 
blessing He pours out like that. 
“He knoweth our frame, he re- 
membereth that we are dust.” 
“Like as a father pitieth his chil- 
dren, so the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him” (Psalm 103:13, 14). 
“Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights.” 
_ Qhat is the introduction to the 
theme that is in the rest of the 
verse, “in whom is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning.” 
There is no varying in God. 


l. The Unchanging God 


There are many Scriptures that 
tell us that God is unchanging. 

e Bipie again and again 
about the everlasting God. Every- 
thing about God is everlasting. 
Many other things are changing. 
One of these days, the Scripture 
says, an earthquake will come and 
the cities of the nations will fall 
(Rev. 16:17, 18). Not very many 
things will stand. The govern- 
ments of the world will not. The 
Roman empire, that nation of iron, 
only lasted 500 years. America is 
not likely to last that long as an 
independent ‘government. No, na- 
tions do not stand, institutions do 
not stand. Sometimes people think, 
“Oh, won’t it be horrible if the 


~Jeader of that school or that insti- 


tution dies.”’ Never mind, God can 
throw the old ones in the trash 
can, He will make another. God 
does not like to have us tied on 
to institutions. God is an everlast- 
ing and unchanging God. Every- 
body else changes. 

I went back to a little place 


~ where I lived when I was four 


years old. It was a little country 
place called Vilot Community in 
Cooke County, Texas. My father 
was pastor of the church that met 
in a little building down at the 
cross roads. The blacksmith shop 
was on thé other corner. I remem- 
ber where the washpot was, and 
where the cow pen was when I 
would go and sit on the fence with 
’ a tin cup in my hand, and my dad 
would milk the cup full of foaming 
milk for me and I would drink it 
down. A young cow Dad was milk- 
ing one day, ran around sideways 
and knocked me over; my dad 
thought it was so funny. I re- 
member the old cellar when I went 
down to see the goose and the eggs 
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UNVARYING GOD 


she had down there, and the old. 
gander came down and got me by 
the middle of my hand with his 
bill and led me out. I was y 
bloody murder. But I went back to 
that olf place. The old house had 
burned and a new one built in its 
place. I went out to the old cellar 
outside, and it was all fallen in. I 
went out to the old cow pen, and 
it was all changed and gone now. 
I went over the little hill to see 
the little tank where my father 
used to drive the team to slake 
their thirst, and it was all filled 
up with dirt now and all gone. 


Other things change, but God is 
the unchanging God. Many verses 
in the Bible say so. In Malachi the 
third chapter, the Lord says, “For 
I am the Lord, I change not; 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed” (Mal. 3:6). The only 
reason they were not burned up 
and sent on to Hell is because’God 
says, “I do not change. When I 
promise, I keep my word.” 


Another Scripture says, “The 
gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance” (Rom. 11:29). I 
heard a cowboy preacher preach on 
that subject, and he said, “When 
God saved me, praise the Lord, I 
have never repented of it. When 
He called me to preach, I have 
never been sorry.’ But he had the 
wrong sow by the ear. That scrip- 
ture isn’t talking about whether 
you will be sorry, it is saying that 
God is not going to be sorry. God 
is never going to quit, God doesn’t 
repent of His gifts and callings. 
God never rues back on a trade. 
God doesn’t change, 


In Hebrews 13:8 the Scripture 
says, “Jesus Christ the same yes- 
terday, and today and for ever.” 
Yesterday, today, forever the same, 
blessed be God! 


Now listen to this, God that nev- 
er changes, this unchanging God, 
never varies in His giving. This 
Scripture says in James that on 
this matter of the providential care 
and pouring out of the cornucopia 
of Heaven every day, in that God 
never changes, there is not a shad- 
ow of turning of His mercy, and 
there never will be. The unchang- 
ing providence of God! The un- 
changing God! Isn’t it blessed that 
God doesn’t change? Don’t you 
like the idea that God in His mercy 
is an unvarying God and He never 
does change in His providence? 


ll. Our Ingratitude Does Not 
Cause God's Goodness To 
Vary Toward Us 


I would like for you to notice 
that God doesn’t vary with our 
thankfulness or unthankfulness. 
We do. I give my baby something, 
and after awhile she thinks to say 
“please” — she is three years old. 
Excuse me for talking about my 
baby. I didn’t make her that way, 
she is just that way — when she 
says, “Pass the bacon,” after a 
while she says, “Please” —- remem- 
bers that. But if she gets to where 
she doesn’t say please, she does 
without the bacon for a while. God 
doesn’t vary whether people are 
grateful or not. We do. I don’t 
mean God doesn’t punish his chil- 
dren and that ingratitude isn’t a 
sin and God hates it, but God does 
not quit giving because we are 
not thankful. Our thankfulness or 
unthankfulness does not change 
God. 

God says when you have a feast, 
go and call the poor and the blind 
and the halt and the maimed. 

God says, “Love ye your ene- 
mies, and do good, and lean, hop- 
ing for nothing again (the Revised 
Version says ‘never despairing’) 
and your reward shall be great, 
and ye shall be the children of the 
Highest: for he is kind unto the 
unthankful and to the evil” (Luke 
6:35). And a companion passage 
in Matthew savs, “He maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45). 

God sends rain on people who de- 
serve it, and on those who do not. 
God doesn’t-change. I know God 
has particular variations of His 
providence. The details change, 
but the providence does not. God 
does not change with our good- 
ness or not. 

I said to my wife last night, “Do 
you remember how I used to pick 
people up in my car. I would de- 
lay myself on a trip. In a day I 
have picked up a dozen different 
different people. I won a geod 
many to st that way. But. it 
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say thank you. They would spit 
tobacco juice on the carpet and 
scratch matches on the paint of the 
back seat and be insolent when I 
‘tried to win them. And that went 
on until it broke my heart. I would 


elling | talk to them about the Lord, but 


nobody was grateful; they would 
run down the churches and take 
God’s name in vain. One time I 
had to reach down and get the 
crank of my car and say to a fel- 
low, “You get out!” He had cursed 
after I had warned him. ‘Don’t 
argue, get outside and then argue.” 
I put him out, too. 


There was no sense of gratitude 
at all, and finally the thing broke 
my heart and I quit picking up 
hitch-hikers. But God hasn’t quit 
picking up hitch-hikers. God 
doesn’t vary. I do. 


I said to my wife, “Do you re- 
member what a soft snap I have 
been. I remember that preacher 
for whom I paid a hotel bill of 
$67.00 in Ft. Worth to keep him 
from going to jail. And he came 
back a second time and I gave him 
a little more, and he came the third 
time and I didn’t give him any 
more.” I vary, but God never does. 
God is still good to that preacher. 
God doesn’t vary. 

I was at the Grand Opera House 
in the noon-day meetings not long 
ago, and a fellow came up and 
said, “I am from Texas. I am 
from Galveston.” 

“Fine,” I said, “I am glad to see 
a fellow from Texas.” 

“IT am a Christian,” he said. 

I asked him where he went to 
church, and he didn’t go anywhere 
in particular. I found he didn’t 
have any money to eat on and 
didn’t have a job. 

“All right, Here is 50 cents,” I 
said. He told me he had the prom- 
ise of a job in a few days. He 
came back in another night or two, 
and I gave him a dollar. Then he 
came over to the Grand Opera 
House another day or so later, 
and said, “My mother lives down 
in St. Louis. She is sick and would 
like to see me. I can get a bus 
ticket for three dollars.” 

I said, “I am sorry, I don’t have 
three dollars,’”’ and I quit him. 


But God didn’t quit me after I 
treated God worse than that all 
these years. God hasn’t quit me. 
God never varies with our un- 
thankfulness. God ought to. We 
ought to get stripe for stripe, an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth, burning for burning. But we 
don’t, because God never quits. God 
never changes. “Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, in whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of 
turning.” 

Jesus healed ten lepers one day, 
and they went away, and one of 
them turned and fell down at Je- 
sus’ feet when he saw he was 
healed and praises poured out and 
thanksgiving to God, and Jesus 
said, “Were there not ten healed? 
But where are the nine?” It broke 
His heart, but He didn’t quit heal- 
ing lepers. God doesn’t vary. The 
unfailing mercy of God. “Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from 
the father of lights in whom is no 
variabieness, neither shadow of 
turning.” There is not a shadow, 
not a hairs-breadth of turning from 
the benevolent, providing love of 
God! Anyone can say “Hallelujah” 
any time you want to around here. 
(A voice says, “Hallelujah!’’) 


Ill. Our Unprofitableness Does Not 
Cause God To Vary 


I want you to notice also about 
that unfailing love —it doesn’t de- 
pend on our returns, how much 
God is doled to get out of us. He 
is not going to get much out of 
me, yet He has already invested 
so much in me that He can’t throw 
me away. But God’s mercy doesn’t 
depend on the returns He gets out 
of you. When you do your best, 
you can say, “I am an unprofitable 
servant.” Good Brother Fulton 
preaches and pours out his heart 
Sunday mornings and Sunday 
nights, and raises money to pay 
off the mortgage on this fine build- 
ing, and this church is a blessed 
lighthouse in. the midst of this 
wicked city, yet when he goes home 
Sunday night, he can say, “Lord, 
I am an unprofitable servant. You 
don’t get back the interest on me. 
I ought to be in Hell.” (Rev. 
Howard Fulton, pastor, says, 
Amen!” And yet God’s mercy 
doesn’t vary a breadth. I 
doesn’t depend on what He can get 
out of you.: It started on what He 


got to where nobody would ever. 


can give you.:-He wasn’t starting 


on what you promised, He is start- 


ing on what He promised you. He 
doesn’t vary.. 


IV. Hard Times Cannot Affect 
God's Abundant, Unvarying Care 


This unvarying, unchanging 
goodness of God ought to settle the 
question of all your worry. You 
say, ‘‘But I tell you, there are dark 
clouds now.” There always have 
been dark clouds for anybody out 
of the grace of God, a dark future. 
Talk about depressions — Chris- 
tian people have no business know- 
ing anything about a depression. 
Do you think the bank in Heaven 
has gone broke, or are you de- 
pending on the banks down here? 
You say, “It is hard to get a job 
these days.” It isn’t hard on God. 
Why don’t you get one from God? 
God has plenty of jobs. Down in 
Egypt’s darkness, in the days of 
Moses, which is a picture of the 
great tribulation — down in that 
darkness and shadow and black- 
ness, the Scripture says, ‘“‘The chil- 
dren of Israel had light in their 
dwellings” (Exo. 10:23). God made 
a difference between Israel and the 
Egyptians. It was so dark the 
Egyptians didn’t move out of their 
places, it was so dark it could be 
felt, there was not a glimmer; yet 
down among the children of Is- 
rael, their children played on the 
floor and mother washed the dishes 
and got the meals and they went 
on about their duties, and there 
was light in their dwellings. There 
is not any darkness for a Christian 
over what is coming on the world. 
We know what is coming, and it is 
going to be good for me. I tell 
you now, all things are working 
together for me. I love the Lord, 
and everything God ever made or 
ever let happen is going to happen 
for good. I have good things com- 
ing. It is a foolish thing for a 
child of God not to be praising 
Him. We ought to go home today 
with shouts of thanksgiving as if 
every war were over, as if there 
were no more big taxes, not a boy 
drafted to the army, as if there 
were not any sickness and not any 
crime. We ought to go home in 
thanksgiving and say, “My Father 
is running this business, and He 
loves me, and He never varies.” 


You people that have a God only 
for good times — phooie on you! 
I don’t want that kind, the kind of 
Christianity that is fine when ev- 
erybody is well, when you have 
nice jobs, that is fine when the 
crowd likes you. But let me tell 
you, put it down now, the only God 
that is any good is that kind that 
is good in trouble and heartbreak. 
“And call upon me in the day of 
trouble, I will deliver thee and thou 
Shalt glorify me” (Psa. 50:15). 
We have plenty to thank God for 
today, we have plenty to rejoice in 
today. We have the unfailing God, 
and He is the seat of rejoicing for 
all blessings, all the time and that 
hasn’t changed, and won’t change 
a shadow, won’t change, won't 
vary a shadow. The unchanging, 
unvarying God! 


V. The Unchanging God Must 
Keep All He Saves 


Let’s see a little more on the 
matter of salvation. Everywhere 
I go, people are talking about, 
“Pray for me that I will hold out 
faithful.” Aren’t you presuming a 
good deal about holding out faith- 
ful? You will have to get faith- 
ful before you can do’any holding 
out. Dr. Houghton, I believe it is, 
says, “We pray, ‘Lord, keep us 
humble.’ Aren’t we a little pre- 
sumptuous in praying ‘Keep us 
humble’ before we get humble?”’ 
One old deacon in a Baptist church 
prayed, “Lord, keep the pastor 
humble and we will keep him 
poor.” You may be as proud as 
you want to be, and be poor, too. 
Let me tell you, friends, this busi- 
ness of salvation isn’t a business 
of my holding out. No, sir! I am 
here in a Baptist church, and I am 
a Baptist preacher, but there is 
one article in the Baptist state- 
ment of faith, the old New Hamp- 
shire statement of faith, that I do 
not believe. It says: ‘“‘We believe 
in the perseverance of the saints.”’ 
I don’t believe anything of the 
kind, I believe God does the per- 


severing, not the saints. I believe 


the saints are preserved. ‘Whey 
are preserved forever” (Psa. 37: 
28), they do not persevere. I don't 
know any saints that persevere, 
that old-fashioned language per- 
haps meant something else, but I 


t| wouldn’t last any five minutes of 


perseve I ever did in the world. 
An old fellow said the other day 
at the noon-day meetings. “I have 
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been on the Lord’s side fifty-eight 
years, and in that fifty-eight years, 
I have never turned aside, I have 
never been backslidden. I have 
been right on the firing line all the 
time.” I said privately what per- 
haps I didn’t have the nerve to say 
aloud, that I felt like saying, 
“Hypocrite! liar! I don’t believe a 
word of it. I don’t believe any- 
body has been saved fifty-eight 
years, nor fifty-eight minutes, who 
never turned aside.” You say, “IT 
am determined to go through for 
God.” I am not determined, I have 
turned that over to Somebody Else 
and He is determined to do it. You 
say, “I am striving to make Heav- 
en my home.” You will burst your 
head against a stone wall. People 
do not get to Heaven by striving. 
They get to Heaven by turning it 
over to -Somebody Else who does 
all the striving. It is the unvary- 
ing goodness of God that keeps me, 
not my unvarying goodness. I 
vary. God does not. 

Somebody asked me, “What is 
this I heard about a child of God 
—can a child of God fall away and 
be lost? We are all in a big con- 
troversy about it.” I said, ‘That 
depends. If you are keeping your- 
self, then the first wobble you 
make, you are gone. But if God 
does the saving, and the keeping, 
He doesn’t wobble, then you are 
saved. You take your choice. If 
you are going to do the saving, 
you are in a pretty tight fix, for 
you wobble all the time.” Brother, 
here is one man who is going to 
Heaven sitting down. You say, 
“You lazy cuss, why don’t you get 
‘up and work?” As far as getting 
to Heaven is concerned, I am rid- 
on a train and somebody else is 
pulling the train. Somebody else 
paid for my ticket. I am riding on 
a pass. All the people who take 
their wages go to Hell, for “The 
wages of sin is death.” But I am 
going to Heaven on a pass. 


There was an old colored man, 
I am told, who drove an old ox 
cart, those old ox-carts were made 
with solid wooden wheels, and they 
had a wooden axle and it would 
wear, and the wheels wobbled. Has 
anyone here ever seen one of those 
old ox carts? (Two or three hold 
hands.) But old Sambo was driv- 
ing this team of oxen, and as he 
went along, the wheels wobbled 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


What Carroll Said 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God 
speed: for he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds’ 
(II John 10, 11). Paul thus urgent- 
ly entreats and exhorts the Ro- 
mans: ‘Now I beseech you, breth- 
ren, mark them which cause di- 
visions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them. For they 
that are such serve not our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but their own belly; 
and by good words and fair speech- 
es deceive the hearts of the simple’ 
(Rom. 16:17, 18). He also thus 
enjoins the Corinthians: ‘I wrote 
to you in an epistle not to com- 
pany with fornicators of this world, 
or with the covetous, or extor- 
tioners, or with idolaters; for then 
must ye needs go out of the world. 
But now I have written unto you 
not to keep company, if any man 
that is called a brother be a for- 
nicator, or covetous, or an idolater, 
or a railer, or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner; with such an one no 
not to eat’ (I Cor. 5:9-11). He 
also urges Timothy ‘to turn away 
om another class’ (II Timothy 

75). 

“Indeed, there are men so adroit 
in the use of the forms and tech- 
nicalities of the law they can, so 
far as human courts extend, vio- 
late with impunity the spirit of 
the whole moral law. Such men 
are to be shunned, avoided, turned 
from. Let no good man receive 
them as friends. They are incor- 
rigible. And particularly is this 
true of a fomenter and breeder of 
strife among brethren, or one, who 
like Satan, is a slanderer of his 
brother. If he is a man that is 
called a brother, if he claims to be 
a Christian, and does certain 
things, turn from him and let the 
whole world know that you dod not 
claim fellowship with him. Says 
the Apostle, ‘Avoid him.’ If he can 
make you come up and stand be- 
side him, so that he can say, “We 
two,’ and all the time proceed in 
infamy, all the time reap immoral] 
rottenness,.that is all he wants. He 
will spread the mantle of your 


Christianity over-his vileness.” 
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THE UNVARYING GOD 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


this way, and wobbled that way. 
A white man who loved to tease 
the old colored man said to him, 
“Where are you going, Sambo ?”’ 

‘T’se going to town, Marse 
George.” 

“You'll never get there. Look at 
those wheels. The only time they 
are ever in the rut is when they 
cross it. They wobble this way, 
and they wobble back that way. 
You will never get there. And that 
is just about like you are going to 
Heaven, too. You will never make 
it!’ 

But Sambo said, ““Marse George, 
I ain’t depending on these wobbling 
wheels to get me to town. Old 
Beck and Jerry are hitched on to 
this thing, and they are going right 
on down the road. Beck and Jerry 
are going to get me to town.” 

And Somebody is hitched on to 
John Rice, and I am going right 
on down the road. The Lord is 
going to get me to Heaven. The 
unvarying God Who started, is go- 
ing to get me to Heaven. “Whom 
he called, them he also justified; 
and whom he justified, them he al- 
so glorified” (Rom. 8:30). Brother, 
God has this thing in hand. It is 
the unvarying God, the unfailing 
God, and salvation is settled be- 
cause He settled it, and what He 
settled will never be unsettled. 

Too many people say, “Brother 
Rice, I tell you now, you have got 
to live it.” Brother, if it takes 
living it, I am long gone, that is 
all, and you are, too. The trouble 
is, you don’t have any of God’s 
idea about sin. Oh, if you could 
know you are already a hopeless | 
case. It takes the mercy of God 
to keep you out of Hell. Every- 
body here ought to have been in 
Hell, and would be but it is a won- 
derful thing that He who loved us 
then, loves us now. I didn’t de- 
serve it, then, and I don’t deserve 
it now. 

I grew up in West Texas. In 
that rough cow country I got 
backslidden. One night I went to 
4 little Presbyterian church. The 
other young friends of mine were 
being saved, and great blessings 
came. One night they sang: 


“Pass me not, O gentle Saviour, 
Hear my humble cry, 
While on others Thou art call- 
ing, 
Do not pass me by.” 


Some way my heart cried out, 
and I said, “Oh, Lord, don’t leave 
me out of this blessing. Don’t pass 
me by. Give me the blessing, too.” 
And the past, my drifting was 
all cleared away and I had peace. 
I walked home over the prairie of 
West Texas, and looked up. The 
stars were so near, and God was 
as near as my breath, and I said, 
“Lord, I will never grieve you 
again. I will never go against 
You. I will never forget to pray 
and read my Bible from this day 
on.” And I meant it from my 
heart, or I thought I meant it. I 
went on for two or three weeks, 
but the first thing I knew, I had 
lost my joy. I had lost my bless- 
ing. But I hadn’t lost the Lord, 
and He hadn’t lost me. But I had 
lost the feeling and joy. I had a 
heart-searching time, and I went 
back to the Lord and I said, “Lord, 
I lied to You. I said I would never 
do wrong any more. I said I would 
never drift away, and I thought I 
meant it. I made a mistake, but 
if you will give me-one more 
chance, that is all I ask You, and 
I promise You now I will never 
do it any more.” 

The Lord in His mercy — He 
must have smiled when He did it — 
gave me back the joy and I started 
out happy in the Lord. I went 
along and as I was busy here and 
there, it was gone, and it hap- 
pened to me as it did to Samson 
when he had his head in Delilah’s 
lap, “He wist not that the Lord 
had departed from him” (Judges 
16:20). And I woke up one day 
like he did, to take a sweet drink, 
and found bitterness and gall in 
it. God wasn’t here, as far as my 
consciousness was concerned. At 
first I was uneasy, and then I was 
overwhelmed with a sense of guilt. 
I had promised the Lord, and now 
I was afraid He would never be- 
lieve me any more. I felt that God 
must have been awfully surprised. 
After more time of. heart-search- 
ing and prayer, I finally got faith 
But 1 “failed again.  Disconsolate 

a 
I didn’t know what ae 
finally it dawned on me that what 


God wanted wasn’t depending on 


how well I kept my promise, but 
depending on how He kept His. 
What God wanted was not in tak- 
ing more from me so much as giv- 
ing me more. More believing and 
not so much working. I found He 
wasn’t surprised at my sin. He 
knew my heart better than I did. 
I didn’t know anything of the 
blackness of my heart. Talk about 
repentance, I didn’t have any re- 
penting then like I have now. But 
the dear Lord gave me the joy, 
and I learned the unvarying Sav- 
iour. He doesn’t vary, in forgive- 
ness, in keeping his faithless chil- 
dren. 

People sometimes say, “If you 
treat God right, He will treat you 
right.” “If you do your part, God 
will do His.’”’ Brother Fulton, a 
God about your size would be all 
right in that case. But a God 
Brother Fulton’s size wouldn’t do 
me any good. I don’t need that 
kind of a God. The Lord says, “I 
will do it, you turn it over to me.”’ 
Blessed be God for the unfailing, 
unvarying grace of God! 


Down in Dallas one day a little 
bit of a kitten came to our door. 
He was bony and covered with 
fleas all around his eyes, and my 


little daughter Elizabeth said, “Oh, 
isn’t he cute? .Isn’t he cute, 
Mother?” And she said, “Oh, lis- 


ten to him purr. Isn’t he cute? 
Oh, Mother, may I keep him?” 


I said, “You don’t want a cat 
like that around here.” 

But she said, “Mother, let’s feed 
him.” 

I said, “If you feed that cat, it 
will be under your feet the rest of 
the time.” 

But she begged and Mrs. Rice 
couldn’t refuse, so I said, “Well, if 
you are going to keep it, it ought 
to have some warm milk.” 

Elizabeth warmed the milk and 
put it in a saucer and gave it to 
the kitten. The kitten got down 
and lapped up the milk, and left 
his motor running all the time. It 
lapped up the milk until its little 
belly swelled out. A day or two 
later my wife started across the 
kitchen preparing the dinner and 
she stepped on the cat. It let out 
a meow! She said, “That cat is 
under foot all the time! I won't 
have it in the house.” 

“Never mind,” I said, ‘“‘you have 
adopted you a cat.” 

She would put him out, but he 
would go around to the front door, 
and somebody would open the door. 
As big a family as we have, we 
can’t keep all the doors shut all 
the time. That cat had adopted 
us. That cat just stayed there 
under foot or not. He was our cat. 
He decided so the first saucer of 
milk he got. 


Once I was a poor, flea-bitten, | 


bony sinner, and God gave me sal- 
vation and warmed my heart, and 
He has a cat on His hands and He 
can’t get rid of me. God can’t 
change. If God ever started to 
turn me down when I ask Him to 
do this for me again, if the Lord 
ever starts changing on me, I will 
say, “Lord, 
What are you going to do about 
that?” He is without a shadow of 
turning. “In whom is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning.” 
God can’t change on His mercy. 
We are blessed by God this thanks- 
giving day, and we will have an- 
other tomorrow and the next day 
and the next! Don’t be afraid of 
tragedy and heartbreak; the un- 
failing providence of God will be 
on us. 


Conclusion: God Wants You Te 
Take All He Gives 


Another word and I will close, 
and that is this: 

What shall I do for the Lord, 
then, for all His blessing? The 
first thing I ought to do, someone 
said, is to pay Him back. Don’t 
start that, you can’t do that. That 
is not what God wants you to do. 
The biggest thing you can do isn’t 
what you can do for Him, it is 
to take what He is doing for you. 
Oh, my friends, do good things, 
yes. Put tithes and offerings in to 
show how you love Him, give your 
heart’s love. Serve Him, work your 
hands to the bone. I will go to 
Africa, or anywhere He says. But 
after all, what God wants is for 
you to open up and let Him fill you. 
Let Jesus come in. It isn’t what 
you promise, but taking what He 
has. When the prodigal boy got 
home, you think that father said, 
“Look here, young man, before I 
let you in, are you done with 
booze? Another thing. will you 


look at that verse.: 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


never run off any more? I want to 
know what kind of companions and 
habits you have.” No, that boy cid 
not promise anything. He said to 
himself, ““Well, I will go back and 
tell the old man I am willing to be 
a hired servant,” but he never got 
it out. Before he started to say it, 
the father called to the servants 
and the boy had a robe and a ring 
and the fatted calf was killed and 
he was calling in the neighbors to 
come in and rejoice! The father 
did it all. That boy didn’t get back 
because he promised, he got back 
on the father’s promise. All he 
did was take what the father gave. 


What shall we do with God’s 
blessings? Blessed be God, we 
must simply take more blessings! 
We honor God by taking more 
blessings. We have testimony 
meetings and say, “I am glad Je- 
sus saved me.” That is fine, but 
that is just one of the five bless- 
ings we read of this morning in 
Psalm 103. 


“Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name. 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his bene- 
fits; 

(1) “Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities;”’ 

but don’t stop there: 

(2) “Who healeth all thy 
diseases; 

(3) “‘Who redeemeth thy life 
from destruction; 

(4) “Who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindness and tender 
mercies: 

(5) “Who §satisfieth thy 
mouth with good things; so 
that thy youth is renewed like 
the eagle’s.”’ 

— Psalm 103:1-5. 


My, my, it is just a start when 
you get saved. Why don’t you open 
up and say, “Lord, I am going to 
take today: and be filled with the 
Spirit, and be filled with all the 
fullness of God, and know the 
riches of His grace and know the 
fellowship of His sufferings. Lord, 
I will claim and take and have and 
be full.” That is what He wants 
you to do. 

Out on the Pacific coast, a 
Chinaman was cooking for a lum- 
ber camp. He went out for a 
walk in the snow one day on the 
side of the Sierra mountains, and 
as he walked along in the snow, he 
heard a noise behind him, and saw 
behind him a few yards back a big 
grizzly bear sniffing along at his 
tracks, He said, “Vell, you likee my 
tracks, I makee you some more.” 

I tell you what to do, God has 
been good to us this year, let’s ask 
for more next year. Pray bigger 
prayers. Give God a chance to 
make some more tracks. Oh, let’s 
give God a chance to pour in. 

David said, “What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits 
toward me? I will take the cup 
of salvation,” and then ask Him 
for some more (Psa. 116:13). 
Isn't that what he said? All right, 
let’s do-it. Oh, let’s go home today 
and say, “Lord, give me some 
more.” Let’s let our heart be grate- 
ful, give us praises, but let us 
take what God has. Oh, God's 
heart aches for somebody to open 
the door and let Him in. “‘Go and 
borrow vessels not a few” (II 
Kings 4:3). God won't be any 
poorer. A man down in Dallas 
prayed, “Now Lord, it may seem 
like we are asking an awful lot, 
but we will try not to ask you so 
much any more.” I am sure peo- 
ple feel like God is overburdened: 
His burden is that you don’t take. 
Why don’t you take? 

Is there anybody here not saved 
today? On this Thanksgiving Day, 
why don’t you say, “I will open my 
heart, and by faith I will take and 
have salvation and forgiveness and 
blessing and go home happy.” Why 
don’t you take freely the bounti- 
ful blessings offered by an un- 
varying God? 

— -—-O0 —---- 
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up our hearts and save many. I 
have spoken twice at the Des 
Moines Bible Institute, once at A 
Christian Missionary Alliance 
church where I will be again to- 
morrow in an extra service, once, 
today in a funeral, where God gave 
us two or three souls, and have 
spoken twice daily in the Temple 
on Sundays, and once each week 
day, including Saturday. 

Next week, perhaps, I will an- 
nounce schedule of revival services 
for the future in answer to a num- 
ber of requests. 
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Christ Pictured 
a! (CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
, of men. It is “Thus 
saith Lord God of eternity,” 
and it is the Word of God, and so 
| I take you to the Word, and I 
_ want you to underline these things 
sO you can remember them and 
ou will not live by bread alone 
t by every word of God. 


First of all, in the second verse 
of the thirty-seventh chapter “of 
Genesis, I want you to notice this, 
that by occupation Joseph was a 
Shepherd. Notice what it says 
there in verse two: “Joseph, being 
seventeen years old, was feeding 
the flock with his brethren.” 


First of all we are introduced to 
Joseph as a shepherd of the sheep. 
He was feeding the flock. Now 
Abel and Jacob and Moses and 
David, each of them was a shep- 
herd, and as we have them, each 
One speaks of a particular side of 
the shepherd’s life. But here in 
this picture of the shepherd, we 
have the thought of watchful care, 
of unwearying devotion, of pro- 
tecting grace and matchless love, 
and then in the shepherd giving 
His life for the sheep. And then 
I am reminded of the tenth chapter 
of the gospel of John, that great 
shepherd chapter. Notice what it 
says there in the seventh verse: 


“Then said Jesus unto them 
again, Verily, verily, I say un- - 
to you, I am the door of the 
sheep.” 

I want to say to you, don’t you 
class Christ with the other leaders 
and say that He is just one among 
other leaders. Christ said, “I am 
the door.” He is above and be- 
yond all. Christ is the only door 
to the sheep-fold. And in the 
ninth verse: 

“I am the door: by me if 
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any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, 
and find pasture.” | 

Again in the. eleventh verse: 


“I am the ; ; 
the good shepherd giveth his 
And then in the fourteenth verse: 

“I am the good shepherd, 


and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine.” 


Now the very first thing we 
find about Joseph is this. He is 
seventeen years old, he is feeding 
the flock with his brethren. And 
now in the third verse I want you 
to notice another thing: 


“Now Israel” (that is Jacob) 
“loved Joseph more than all 
his children, because’ he was, 
the son of his old age; and~ 
he made him a coat of many 
colours.” 


Oh, beloved, listen how Jacob 
loved Joseph, his mark of special 
esteem in making for him a coat 
of many colors, his unconsolable 
grief when he believes Joseph has 
been devoured by beasts, his tak- 
ing that long journey into Egypt 
that he might again look upon his 
favorite son ere death overtook 
him. All these tell about the love 
of Jacob for Joseph. All this is a 
picture of God the Father in the 
love for His beloved Son. Listen, 
at the River Jordan, at the bap- 
tism of Jesus, “the heavens opened 
and lo, a voice from heaven, say- 
ing, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” And 
again upon the mount of trans- 
figuration, “While he yet spake, 
behold, a bright cloud overshad- 
owed them; and behold a voice out 


of the cloud, which said, This is | 


my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” And then, oh, I could 
give you verse after verse — after 
the cross of Calvary and the resur- 
rection, we read, “God hath also 
highly exalted Him and given him 
a name above every name that at 
the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow” (Phil. 2:9, 10). 


Truly, as Jacob loved Joseph, so 
God the Father loves His beloved 
Son. 


Again in the third verse we find 
these words: “He was the son of 
his old age.” That is very sig- 
nificant and rich in spiritual food. 
Now “old age” translated into spir- 
itual language and applied to God 
means eternity. Christ was the 
Son of God’s eternity, from all 
eternity. He was God’s Son, God 
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of God, the very God of very God, 
and equal with the Father. Don’t 
you think that this Man, Jesus, ap- 
sd on the scene and was em- 
powered of the Holy Spirit for just 
a short season. No, He was God 
manifest in the flesh, virgin born, 
and whose goings forth have been 
from of old and from everlasting. 
“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God” (John 1:1). 
And then in the third verse, I 
like this——I used to wonder about 
it when I was a kid. Here it is: 
“He made him a coat of many 
colours.” I often wondered what 
kind of a looking coat that was, 
how many colors it had and what 
it looked like. And I suppose you 
have, too. Well, here notice, I will 
give you a verse right off, but I 
will not give you the first of it. 
In the book of Judges, speaking 
of the spoils taken from the enemy, 
the Word speaks of coats of divers 
colours, a prey of divers colours of 
neediework, of: divers colours of 
needlework on both sides, meet for 
the necks of them that take the 
spoil” (Judges 5:30). That is, such 
garments of many colors were to 
be worn as a mark of distinction. 
And again in Second Samuel, tell- 
ing there about the king’s daugh- 
ter, it says: “And she had-a gar- 
ment of divers colours upon her: 
for with such robes were the king’s 
daughters that were virgins ap- 
parelled. Then his servant brought 
her out, and bolted the door after 
her” (II Sam. 13:18, 19). It was 
the attire of the unmarried prin- 
cesses, it was a mark of ‘honor 
| singling her out as one of noble 
birth. And Joseph, the son of his 


father’s old age, was singled out as 
one of noble birth. And so Christ 
in His birth was singled out. He 
was virgin born. At His baptism 
He was singled out and the Heav- 
en opened and God said, “This is 
my. beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased.” At His death He 
was singled out. Why He laid down 
His life for His sheep. And then 
after the cross we can now as 
members of the body of. Christ 
have as a covering a robe of many 
colors, if you please, the robe of 
His righteousness. 

If I had time to go into it to 
show you the coverings over the 
tabernacle, first, it was a brown 
covering, then_a red covering, then 
a white covering, and then the blue 
covering. Why, listen, all tents in 
those days had the brown covering, 
and every tent looked just like all 
other tents. And the tabernacle 
looked just like the others. But 
John said, “We beheld His glory, 
the glory of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). And when we 
lift up the brown covering we see 
the red covering, the cross of 
Christ. And when we pick up the 
red, we see the white, His right- 
eousness. And when we pick up 
the white, we see the blue as One 
sent from Heaven. 

Today we walk among men, and 
they see us just like any other men. 
But I want to say this: “Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be, but we know that when 
He shall appear we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is’’ (I John 3:2). And the differ- 
ence between us and the world is 
this: Christ is dwelling in us, the 
hope of glory, and we are clothed 
with the garments of many colors, 
marks of distinction, clothed with 
the robe of His righteousness. And 
when the Prodigal Son came back 
from the far country, the Father 
said, “Bring the best robe and put 
it on him.”’ And I believe it was a 
robe of many colors, one with fine 
needlework upon which much love 
was expended. The father gave 
him the best robe. 

All right, let’s go back to the 
thirty-seventh of Genesis, the 
fourth verse. I am just hurriedly 
giving these points to show how 
God takes these things to preach 
the gospel which is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek. 

“And when his brethren saw 
that their father loved him 
more than all his brethren, 
they hated him and could not 
speak peaceably unto him.” 


And I read in the New Testa- 
ment that ‘‘He came unto His own, 
and his own received him not. But 
as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe 
on his name” (John 1:11, 12). If 
I had time to go into that story 
of whether they would have Barab- 
bas or Christ released unto them — 


you read it for yourself in the 
twenty-seventh chapter of Mat- 
thew tonight, beginning with the 

th verse and see how that 
angry mob said, “Release unto us 
Bara . Away with Jesus!” And 
Pilate released Barabbas. They 
hated Him. And you will see 
through the New Testament and 
through the gospels especially how 
they hated the Son of God. 

And then I love to jump over 
to the twenty-fourth verse in the 
thirty-seventh of Genesis. And 
here it is: 

“And they took him, and 
cast him into a pit: and the 
pit was empty, there was no 
water in it.’ 

Now I want you to see some- 
thing here of those rebels. Verse 
eight tells of the hatred that they 
had for him. “And his brethren 
said to him, Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us? or shalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us? And they 
hated him yet the more for his 
dreams, and for his words.” 


Verse 11: 

“And his brethren envied 
him; but his father observed 
the saying.” 

Verse 18: 

“And when they saw him 
afar off, even before he came 
near unto them, they conspired 
against him to slay him.” 
And then in verses 20 to 24: 

“Come now therefore, and 
let us slay him, and cast him 
into some pit, and we will say, 
some evil beast hath devoured 
him: and we shall see what 
will become of his dreams. 
And Reuben heard it, and he 
delivered him out of their 
hands; and said, Let us not kill 
him. And Reuben said unto 
them, Shed no blood, but cast 
him into this pit that is in the 
wilderness, and lay no hand 
upon him; fhat he might rid 
him out of their hands, to de- 
liver him to his father again.”’ 
And so here it is: “And it 
came to pass, when Joseph 
was come unto his brethren, 
that they stript Joseph out of 
his coat, his coat of many 
colours that was on him.” 


You remember how they took 
the garments of Christ when He 
was upon the cross of Calvary and 
cast lots for them and crowned 
Him with a crown of thorns and 
spat upon Him. 

“And they took him and 
cast him into a pit: and the 
pit was empty, and there was 
no water in it.’ 

Notice what it says, it is very 
significant: “And the pit was 
empty, and there was no water 
in it.” And I want to tell you 
right there two things, you who 
like to study the Word. A pit with 
no water in it is a type and an- 
other name for Hades, the place 
of the underworld, the abode of’dis- 
embodied dead of all the dead be- 
fore the resurrection of Christ. You 
remember the rich man in the 
sixteenth chapter of Luke, that 
man said, “Send Lazarus that he 
might dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue and es- 
cape from this flame.” And when 
Joseph was put into that pit with 
no water, it was typical of the 
place of departed souls that died. 


‘And Christ between death and res- 


urrection, spent three days and 
three nights in the heart of the 
earth. (His body was in the earth 
but we believe His spirit was with 
the Father in heaven. — Hditor.) 

Beloved, I tell you, I marvel at 
the Word of God. How these types 
are in such detail that speak forth 
the coming of the Son of God, first 
in His sufferings and the glory 
that should follow. 

Now will you notice the twenty- 
eighth verse? Here it is: 

‘Then there passed by Midi- 
anites merc!antmen; and they 
drew and lifted up Joseph out 
of the pit, and sold Joseph to 
the Ishmaelites for twenty 
pieces of silver: and they 
brought Joseph into Egypt.” 
Namely this: He was taken up 

out of the pit alive, and on the third 
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day Christ arose from the dead. 

And then here is a beautiful 
teaching in closing. In the thirty- 
first and thirty-second verses: 

“And they took Joseph's 
coat, and killed a kid of the 
goats, and dipped the coat in 
the blood; and they sent the 
coat of many colours, and they 
brought it to their father; and 
said, This have we found: 
know now whether it be thy 
son’s coat or no.” 

Listen, they took Joseph’s coat, 
the many-colored coat, and dipped 
the coat-in blood and sent the coat 
of many colors unto the father. 
I want to tell you, right there is 
a wonderful teaching on the work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Remem- 
ber on the morning of the resur- 
rection He said to Mary, ‘‘Touch 
me not, for I am not yet ascended 
unto my Father.’”’ And He ascended 
and took the blood up to the 
heavenlies above, into Heaven it- 
self to purge and cleanse and pre- 
sent to the Father the work on the 
cross of Calvary. He is the sin- 
offering, just as men brought the 
scape-goat and came and presented 
it to the priests for Jehovah in, 
the Old Testament. So Christ pre- 
sented the blood of His work on 
the cross of Calvary to the Father 
and purged the heavenly patterns 
above, and then that verse in He- 
brews winds up with this that 
without shedding of *blood is no 
remission. ., 

Beloved, listen, I said early in 
this broadcast that if you would 
hear the Word of God and believe 
it you will be saved, and I have 


| given you the type of the work of 
|Christ upon the cross of Calvary 


— hated, crucified, dead, buried, 
arose again the third day, and then 
taking the blood to Heaven to 


| purge Heaven itself. 


Let’s bow our heads in prayer: 
“Our Father, may Satan not 
snatch away the word right now 
from many men and women all 
across the line wherever they may 
be who need Thee. May many 
who are not members of the body 
of Christ look up into Thy face 
and in simpte faith say, “Lord, I 
believe. I have heard the Word and 
I am coming just as I am without 
one plea but that Thy blood was 


shed for me.” For we ask it in 
His name and for His. sake. 
Amen. 


I want to ask you tonight, way 
is it that you have rejected Christ 
as your personal Saviour? You 
have heard the Word. You have 
heard many fine sermons. You 
have heard the Word presented, 
as I said again at the beginning 
of this broadcast. Jesus said, “He 
that heareth my word and believ- 
eth on him that sent me hath ev- 
erlasting life and shall not come 
into condemnation but is passed 
from death unto life” (Jno. 5:24). 
Will you believe tonight? Now 
you have heard the Word, it is up 
to you, and if you go into eternity 
in separation and blackness for- 
ever, there is no one to blame but 
yourself. God forbid that you 
should trample the cross and 
the blood under your feet and 
count it an unworthy thing. Won't 
you come tonight? As the Holy 
Spirit is speaking to you, come and 
say, “I believe.” Get down on your 
knees and look up to the Father's 
face and say, “I will accept You.” 

Good bye and God bless you. I 
trust by God’s grace to be with 
you next Sunday night. 
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